532                    Garrick's conversation.              [A.D. 1770.
There was at this time a company of players performing at Lichfield. The manager, Mr. Stanton, sent his compliments, and begged leave to wait on Dr. Johnson. Johnson received him very courteously, and he drank a glass of wine with us. He was a plain decent well-behaved man, and expressed his gratitude to Dr. Johnson for having once got him permission from Dr. Taylor at Ashbourne to play there upon moderate terms. Garrick's name was soon introduced. JOHNSON. ' Garrick's conversation is gay and grotesque. It is a dish of all sorts, but all good things. There is no solid meat in it: there is a want of sentiment in it. Not but that he has sentiment sometimes, and sentiment, too, very powerful and very pleasing: but it has not its full proportion in his conversation.'
When we were by ourselves he told me,' Forty years ago, Sir, I was in love with an actress here, Mrs. Emmet, who acted Flora, in Hob in the Well1' What merit this lady had as an actress, or what was her figure, or her manner, I have not' been informed: but, if we may believe Mr. Gar-rick, his old master's taste in theatrical merit was by no means refined4; he was not an elcgans formarum spectator*. Garrick used to tell, that Johnson said of an actor, who played Sir Harry Wildair4 at Lichfield,' There is a courtly vivacity about the fellow;' when in fact, according to Garrick's account,' he was the most vulgar ruffian that ever went upon boards'
We had promised Mr. Stanton to be at his theatre on Monday. Dr. Johnson jocularly proposed me to write a
row selfishness by a manly recommendation to Parliament of the v rights and dignity of their native country.' The boobies in this case were sound Tories.
1  This play was Gibber's Hob ; or The Country Wafo,-wiih additions, which in its turn was Dogget's Country Wake reduced.    Reed's Biog. Dram. ii. 307.
2  Boswell says,^j/, under Sept. 30,1783, that 'Johnson had thought more upon the subject of acting than might be generally supposed.'
3  A nice observer of the female form.   CROKER.    Terence, Eun. iii. 5.
4  In Farquhar's Comedy of Sir Harry Wildair.
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